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            Holiday TRAVEL 
 

     Perhaps you are going to travel this holiday season to visit 

family or friends, or maybe you have people coming to visit 

you.  The holidays are a busy time, and often the 

roads and airports are filled with people traveling.    
 

     There was lots of traveling going on around the 

time of Jesus' birth, too.  Joseph and Mary—along 

with a whole crowd of people—had to travel to Beth-

lehem before Jesus was born (Luke 2:1-5), and the Magi took a 

long journey to see Jesus (Matthew 2:1-12).  Of course for 

them it wasn’t quite as easy as packing a suitcase and hopping 

in the car or on a plane.  After all, the journey from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem was about 70 miles.  

That’s a little more than an hour in a car, but for Joseph and 

Mary, who were probably walking or maybe on a donkey (The  

Bible doesn’t tell us exactly HOW they got there, just that they did.), it took 

nearly a WEEK to make the trip!  The trip was likely 

a dangerous one, too, and the long journey probably 

felt even longer to Mary since she was about to    

          have a baby.     
 

(Whew!  I wonder how many times they asked, “Are we there yet?!”)    

 
          

     Though the trips aren’t usually by donkeys anymore, people 

today still travel a long way for Jesus.  All over the world 

there are missionaries who often leave their homes to tell 

others how much Jesus loves them. 

     But guess what?  You don’t have to travel anywhere to 
share about Jesus!  All around you are people who 
need to know that Jesus came to earth because He 
loves us!  Celebrate Christmas this year—whether you’re vis-

iting other places or staying home—by telling your family, 

friends and neighbors the true reason we celebrate Christmas.    

          There is a whole world - both near and far -  

             waiting for this good news! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Family
 

My Ideas 

https://www.wycliffe.org/

giftcatalog 

Activit
y 

Set up a relay race with 

two suitcases on one end of 

a room and items to pack 

on the other. Divide into 

teams and see which team can 

pack its suitcase first. (You 

could also time each individual 

instead and let each try to 

beat his own time.)  After the 

relay, take turns picking an 

item and praying for a     

missionary family using the 

items you packed to represent 

the prayers.  Play again and 

pray for another family! 
 

*Ideas for things to pack and pray: 
 Bible (“Help (family) bring God’s 

Word to people in (country.”) 
 Clothes (provide for their needs) 
 Pillow (rest) 
 Phone (communication, electricity) 
 Empty medicine bottle or play doc-

tor kit (health) 
 Family picture (missing family,  
   relationships with others) 
 

What other ideas can you come up 

with to pack and pray for? 
 

*Adapted from Wycliffe’s Bright Ideas 

It’s here!  You probably look forward to getting gifts at 

Christmas, but did you know you can GIVE gifts, too—

gifts that help share the Good News about Jesus with people 

across the world who haven’t heard about Him? From Bibles to 

the Jesus film to books for children, check out Wycliffe’s gift 

catalog at www.wycliffe.org/giftcatalog/partner/7921ED-1 for 

ways you can get involved in Bible translation this Christmas!  

(Image is linked to catalog.) 

https://www.wycliffe.org/giftcatalog/partner/7921ED-1
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It’s Christmas time, and that means lots of baking for many people!  (Yum!)  While you’re 

helping bake cookies this year, why not use the time to also pray for people 

around the world who don’t know Jesus yet and for the missionaries who serve 

them? Sounds like a SWEET idea to me!  If you know any missionaries, pray for them 

specifically and then write them a note telling them that you prayed for them.  If not, 

pray for missionaries in general or for those in a place in the world that you would like to visit.  
 

Sugar Cookies 
 

This is a recipe that my aunt always made when I was growing up. It’s pretty easy, and the cookies are 
quite soft, “fluffy” and not too sweet.  It doesn’t make a lot of cookies, so you may want to double the 
recipe. Of course you can make your own family recipe instead and use the ideas to pray while you do it! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Preheat the oven to 375° F. (As you heat the oven, pray that the fire—or passion—for God and His 
Word would burn throughout the world.)  

 Set butter aside to soften. (As you do, pray for those who don’t know Jesus, that their hearts would 
be soft and open to receive Him.) 

 Cream butter and sugar. (As you cream them together, pray for unity and peace, especially in parts 
of the world where there is a lot of fighting because people don’t believe the same as each other.) 

 Add egg to bowl and cream. (As you crack the egg, pray for missionaries who feel broken and sad, 
that God would heal their hearts, and for families and countries that are divided by different beliefs.) 

 Add vanilla. (Ask God for joy to fill the heart of missionaries like the vanilla flavor fills the cookies. 
It can be especially hard during the holidays when people are away from their families.)  

 Add milk. (Ask God to pour out His Spirit on the nations.) 

 Add flour and baking powder. (Just like flour is really important to cookies, prayer and financial  
partnership are very important to God’s work around the world. Pray for more prayer support for the 
work of Bible translation and missionaries and for financial partnership where it’s needed.)  

 Roll out the dough and use cookie cutters to make shapes. (Thank God that He shapes us and 
makes us more like Him when we follow Him.  Ask Him to shape new believers around the world.) 

 Bake at 375° F for 5-8 minutes. (Without the heat from the oven, you just have a bunch of dough. 
In the same way, the work of Bible translation doesn’t mean much unless God is behind it and inspiring 
it. Pray for God’s power and creativity to inspire missionaries.)  

 Take the cookies out of the oven. (As you are careful not to burn yourself, pray for safety for  
      missionaries and for Christians in parts of the world where it’s not always safe to believe in Jesus.) 

 Now the really fun part (besides eating them, of course!) —make them pretty! Let the cookies 

cool and decorate them. (While you’re waiting, pray that non-believers would notice something dif-
ferent about the missionaries and believers around them and want to know more and follow Jesus.) 

  What’s Cooking?  Bake and Pray  
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Tick Tock Prayer Clock 

 1 tsp. vanilla 

 1 tbsp. milk 

 3 tbsp. butter 

 1/2 c. sugar 

 1 egg 

 1  1/2 c. flour 

 1  1/2 tsp. baking powder 

 

For Christmas crafts, traditions, recipes and all kinds of fun from around the world, check out Wycliffe’s 12 Days of Christmas with Kate and Mack at https://www.wycliffe.org/resources/kids-activities.  Use for advent or just for fun! 
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