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Praise God for: 
 A clear direction for our    

future ministry with Wycliffe 
 A safe and healthy delivery 

for Christie and Josiah 
 Provision to buy a house in 

Orlando which meets our 
needs perfectly (Come visit!) 

 Several special gifts from 
partners (both known and 
anonymous) to help us 
through the transition 

 

Please Pray for: 
 Those remaining in Nigeria to 

carry out supporting the 
work of Bible translation 

 Our kids to handle well the 
stress of multiple transitions; 
it has not been easy on them 

 A strong start for Chris in his 
new role, scheduled for July 1 

 For 100% of our monthly 
ministry budget to be 
pledged so that we can start 
this new assignment as 
scheduled 

Imagine that in the span of eight months you and your family moved house seven 
times (across the world, across the U.S., across county lines and just across town), 
unexpectedly transplanted your life from Nigeria to the United States, welcomed a 
new baby, bought a house, and changed jobs. These are just some of the changes 
we’ve been experiencing lately.  Amidst these new changes, there have also been 
some sad changes as we have mourned the loss of our very dear friend after a long, brave battle with cancer.  The stress 
of these events has taken its toll on all of us, so we appreciate your prayers as we navigate this new life God has before us. 
 

...Wait a minute!  Did you say moved to the U.S.?!  Yes, we did!  In October, we were asked if we were open to considering 
a change of assignment within Wycliffe.  However, we had a community in Nigeria that we loved, our kids were thriving 
and God had placed us in a ministry position where our gifts were being maximized. Why would we want to move? 
 

Despite how positively we felt about life and ministry in Nigeria, we realized that God had slowly been preparing us for 
something new, and this was it.  We took the plunge and said yes.  As of July 1, Chris will be the Vice President for Ad-
vancement for Wycliffe USA in Orlando.  (Advancement is the team that raises funds for worldwide Bible translation.)   

Chris had previously described this particular role as his dream job in Wycliffe—and now he will be filling it!  We will now 
be much more globally focused, with our work touching every region of the world, rather than primarily focused on Nige-
ria.  For the full story and more information, please visit our blog. 

A Whole Lot of “News” 

Welcome, Josiah!  
We are grateful for  

Josiah Benjamin, who joined our 

family on February 4.  

(8 lbs, 10 oz.; 21 inches) 

You wouldn’t think that one letter would make 
much of a difference, but for the Hdi people of 
Northern Nigeria and Cameroon, it has meant the 
world.  Translator Lee Bramlett and his wife, Tammi, 
learned that verbs in Hdi consistently end in one of 
three vowels: i, a, and u. But when it came to the 
word for love, they could only find i and a. Why no 
u? 
 

Lee asked the Hdi translation committee, “Could 
you dvi your wife?” 
 

“Yes,” they said. That would mean that the wife had 
been loved but the love was gone. 
 

“Could you dva your wife?” Lee asked. 
 

“Yes,” they said. That kind of love depended on the 
wife’s actions. She would be loved as long as she remained faithful and cared for her 
husband well. 
 

“Could you dvu your wife?”  Lee asked.  
 

“Of course not!” they laughed. “If you said that, you would have to keep loving your 
wife no matter what she did, even if she never got you water, never made you meals. 
Even if she committed adultery, you would be compelled to just keep on loving her. 
No, we would never say dvu. It just doesn’t exist.” 
 

Lee sat quietly for a while, thinking about John 3:16, and then he asked, “Could God 
dvu people?” 
 

There was complete silence for several minutes, then tears started to trickle down 
the faces of these elderly men. Finally they replied, “Do you know what this would 
mean?  This would mean that God kept loving us over and over, millennia after mil-
lennia, while all that time we rejected his great love. He is compelled to love us, 
even though we have sinned more than any people.” 
 

One simple vowel and the meaning was changed from “I love you based on what you 
do and who you are,” to “I love you based on who I am. I love you because of me and 
not because of you.” 
 

And this amazing love is still transforming the Hdi community — who just recently 
received the New Testament in their language — as families commit to love one an-
other but also love those who are especially difficult to love. In a region that is known 
for violence, these believers are being challenged to love and pray for their adver-
saries that they, too, would know the dvu love that God offers His people.  
 
This article was adapted from a Wycliffe USA blog post. 

What Kind of Love? 

Dangwa Pierre, president of the  
Hdi translation committee  



Check out our blog for stories, photos and updates! 

thosewinklers.wordpress.com 

Please make checks payable to Wycliffe 
Bible Translators and include our name and 
account number (215374) on a separate 
note.  If you wish to unsubscribe from this 
list, please contact us. 

 
Personal Correspondence: 
 

5512 Chenault Ave. 
Orlando, FL  32839 
Chris cell: 231.330.9291 
Christie cell: 231.350.1862 
 

E-mail: thosewinklers@gmail.com 
 

Blog: thosewinklers.wordpress.com 
 
 
 

Financial Partnership: 
Online giving: http://bit.ly/mO7xMw 
 

Giving by mail: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 
PO Box 628200, Orlando, FL  32862 

It’s been hard to miss Nigeria in the news lately.  The kidnapping of more 
than 200 girls from a school in the northeast occurred while we were back 
in Nigeria to pack, say good-bye and transition Chris’s work responsibili-
ties.  Shortly after this incident, Abuja, the capital city with the interna-
tional airport that we fly through, was attacked with two suicide car 
bombs, including one just 24 hours before we were scheduled to fly back 
to the U.S.  Since leaving Nigeria at the beginning of May, three bombs 
have exploded in Jos, the city where we lived, and violence in the north 
has continued.   
 

These events show us all the more the importance of  Bible translation in places like Nigeria.  As is evidenced by the 
transformation occurring in the Hdi community, God’s Word changes lives, one by one, community by community.  
Please pray with us that God’s Word would go forth — in Nigeria and worldwide — and bring transformation, and 
pray also for safety for the many people affected by the attacks and for the hearts of those doing evil.  For more of 
our thoughts on the Nigerian security situation, please visit our blog post: bit.ly/1ldSKI9 

Nigeria in the News 

Recent attack in Jos, Nigeria.  
Photo courtesy BBC News. 

Anticipated Start Date: July 1 
Financial Partnership Gap: 30% of ministry budget goal 
 

We are thrilled about the opportunity to serve in leadership on the Wycliffe USA team.  How-
ever, from the time we send this newsletter we have about 30 days to close a significant gap 
in our financial partnership level—we are 30% short of the pledges needed to reach our 
monthly ministry budget goal. 
 

This is the biggest hurdle to overcome to start our new assignment.  Given our larger family 
size and the higher cost of living in the U.S. compared to Nigeria, our monthly ministry budg-

et has increased.  In light of this, on June 2 we are launching a 30 in 30 campaign with the hope of closing the 30% 
gap over the next 30 days.   
 

Would you please consider joining God in what He is doing through Bible translation?  We are looking for minis-
try partners who are willing to commit to giving to Wycliffe on an ongoing basis (monthly, quarterly, etc.) with pref-
erence for our ministry.  (Current partners who would like to increase their giving are also welcomed!)   
 

If the thought of an indefinite partnership with us seems overwhelming, would you consider partnering for the 
next two years, after which you could re-evaluate? 
 

For more information on giving, please see below.  You can give by credit card, EFT withdrawal or by check.  

30% in 30 Days 

Chris addressing his new 
team (Orlando, March) 

Left to right: At a ceremony celebrating the publication of the New Testament for a large Muslim group in Nigeria * Having fun at 
the zoo in Jos * Chris & Christie * Baby smiles are the best! (Josiah) * They love their new brother! 
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